
Location 
Bettendorf & Davenport, IA 

State(s) 
IA 

Congressional District(s) 
IA-2 

Description
The Government Interceptor Sewer System was constructed in 1934 concurrently with the
construction of Locks and Dam 15. The sewer is an integral part of the Nine-Foot Navigation
Channel Project as it serves to collect and drain all storm water flows originating upstream of
the Dam from the land side of Bettendorf & Davenport to the downstream side of the Dam.
These storm sewers originally drained directly to the Mississippi River prior to construction of
the lock and dam system. The government interceptor collects all storm sewer flows from a
distance of nearly six miles and eventually drains back to the Mississippi River at a location
immediately downstream of Locks and Dam 15. The lengthy duration of high tailwater levels
during the 2011 flood event caused a backwater condition that extended most of the length
upstream in the sewer. This condition, along with high interior flows, caused sediment to
collect in the sewer. This has significantly restricted its carrying capacity. During the
construction of the Flood Protection Wall for the Iowa American Water Company located
adjacent to the Government Box a penetration for a storm water pipe revealed that one half
of the Box was 100% blocked with debris. The Rock Island District obtained funding to begin
an inspection and form a plan to remove the blockage and in so doing discovered the gate
valves designed to allow maintenance flushing were also inoperable. The sewer must be
cleaned out, inspected, and repaired to restore original capacity as designed. 

Financial Status 
The project was funded using Operation Watershed Operation & Maintenance funds. The
funding was used to construct bulkheads and manholes and to perform cleanout along
blocked portions of the sewer. The contract is currently in the closeout phase. 

Major Work Item (This Fiscal Year) 
In FY16, the construction contract closeout will be performed. Project asbuilts and project
closeout will be completed. No additional contract work is expected. 

Major Work Item (Next Fiscal Year) 
No additional work is anticipated. 

Point of Contact: Project Manager 
Phone: (309) 794-5704 

Email: cemvr-pm-web@usace.army.mil 
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